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|)ut, even in spite of them and in spite of our appeals, if people
are not willing to spin and give yarn, we cannot force them to do
so and need not maintain their names on muster.

What would then happen to the franchise clause? As long
as I attach importance to spinning and visualize no improvement
in India's economic condition without it, I shall stick to it as the
qualification for the franchise, Mine is the beautiful condition
of the mother who hugs her child more closely to her bosom
the more the others dislike and slight it. As others' ill opinion
does not make a mother doubt the value or promise of her child,
I too cannot entertain any doubt about the value of the franchise
qualification or about the beneficial results likely to follow from
the adoption of spinning- I will, therefore, cling to the spinning-
wheel and advise my co-workers to do likewise.

It is also my view that we should see that spinning for social
benefit does not prove costly instead of helping to make khadi less
costly, that we need not flatter anyone too much and provide
facilities which are expensive. If the cost of inducing others to
go on spinning is greater than that of the yarn produced, such
spinning serves no useful purpose. For that means that in in-
ducing someone to spin, we give him something instead of
receiving something from him. This kind of business means
bankruptcy. It does not bring the benefit which spinning is sup-
posed to do.

The experiment of spinning should be conducted on a scienti-
fic basis. This means that we should see how many truly selfless
men and women spinners we get; they alone are sincere workers
who, of their own accord, spin 2,000 yards of yarn and send it [to
the Congress office] or, if they happen to be poor, get cotton from
the Congress office and spin it and return the yarn produced.

[From Gujarati]
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